■I 

/ 

intended to show that new evidence assassinate him. t or some time he and his protection, and some chased the fleeing 

unearthed since the final appeal in the case friends had assumed and said publicK that killers. 

constitutes grounds for obtaining a new Black Muslims, under orders from Klijah Two men were saved from the mob by 
trial. Muhammad, were out to kill him. Malcolm policemen who had not been in tbe ballroom 

I he .iss.iS'.m.ition »l Malcolm thirteen One of the three men originally convicted, had heard rumors, he had seen signs, he had during the shooting The first was "a thin- 

sears ,igo leii in its ssake a trail of Thomas Hagan, has now volunteered to received letters. But just before he went on lipped, olive-skinned, l.atin-looking man" 

unanswered quc.stions, .Some of these were name four other men who acted with him in stage he had told his assistants waiting with whom eyewitnesses said was overcome by 

legal ijucMions and some were larger, the murder. Hagan says that Thomas John- him in the anteroom offstage that he was pursuers in the hall after he had emptied a 

I'olitica! uucsiions. The standing legal ver- son and Norman Butler, the two men con- going to tell the audience that he had been gun into Malcolm's hodv He was rescued 

diet on the assassination holds that three victed with him. are innrxxnt. Attorney hasts to accuse the Black Muslims of bomb- f rom liis pursuers bv Patrolman Thomas 

men. forming i conspiracy, were guilty of Kunstler has submitted Hagan's affidavit mg iiis home, "Things have happened since Hoy. 

ii:c ad. Ami since two of the three were well- along w ith another that includes the that are bigger than what thes can do," In the morning cdiiion of the next dav's 

l,’ iwn m.uk Muslim "enforcers," the transcript of testimony given by police Malcolm said. "I know what they can do. //met an account was given of 

• dilic h, Is .iv^cpicd the ohi lous implication undercover agent Gene Roberts, who Things have gone beyond that." Pairolm.in llov's actions "Patrolman 

Ih 11 ihc muidcr was ordered, planned, demonstrated during a I97 1 conspiracy trial As Malcolm stood behind the rostrum, fhom.is I los ."’J said he had been stationed 

■i i.iiiml oil' soIcK h\ Ihc Black Muslims of twenty-one Black Panthers in New York preparing to begin his talk, a scuffle broke "titsidc the l(>(uh Street entrance when 'I 

s the Cl. •i"n.iiion of that group's vendetta City that he had been a bodyguard to out toward the back of the hall. There was heard ihc sliooimg and the place exploded ' 

.' Minsi liic .IP slate. Malcolm X. Malcolm X and possessed crucial knowl- an angry shout: "Nigger, get your hands out He rushed m, saw .Malcolm Iving on Ihc 

"lei m P’c last few days of his life, edge about Malcolm's murder which had of my pocket!" All heads turned to sec what stage .md grablicd a uspect' who he said 

's! i'll i d people close to him that b<^ withheld from the original trial. was happening — and to .see who had some peop! - were chasing ' As I brought 

o.ci't events li.id "led him to believe that Thus far the media have given little alien- spoken this unforgivable word. Malcolm's hon l' ;he front of the ballroom, the crowd 

pli'ttcrs . I tils death were much bigger lion to the initial motions for retrial, but if bodyguards moved down from the stage began Ue nmg me and the suspect,' 

't'e Musimisy Malcolm h.id what he Kunstler is uicccmTuI in negotiating the toward the disturbance. Malcolm himseii I'.urolm.in H.n said Me said he pul this 

' -iJcrcd SI iicul reasons lor this Ivelicl Ihc successive legal slaget leading to a new trial, stepped out from behind the podium ind m.in noi ehcrwi.se identified later for 
Cl);:. Mimme- ''c h.id been poisoned in then the American public and what is likely toward the front of the stage. "Hold it llild newsmen into :i police car to be taken to 

'll' dim 'e room o! the Cairo Hilton to become an international audience may tie it! Don't gel excited," Malcolm said Ids the VS ,i,l,w. i.l- Vvenuc station." 

H :■ i.i'M' M.il.oim was certain this exposed to a new chapter — and not the cool it. brothers." Ihc saspect .irreslcd hy Patrolman IKn 

O' 'Oi oc w. I'. ' I' e Bhisk Muslims, he least damning — in the continually Then there was a muffled cx|ilosion a; ihc never w.is identified, never appeared in 

i gi' ■ 'll’ ■' : l■l^l’’'lllng this .atienipt on unfolding story of politically inspired rear of the hall and smoke from .in incen- court, .uni w.is never seen nor heard about 

i;!c : the I I \ 1 c.ss ih.in two weeks criminal actions carried out by organiza- diary device ro.se into the air. A woman .igain Moreover, he already began to dis- 

i ime - Is ilcaili, fc vv,i> denied cnlry into lions that were established to gather screamed, ,A man in one of the front r"ws .ippeir Irom the afternoon for late city) edi- 

I ■ .O' '■ I! cv e: .Is .01 undesirable person." intelligence and to enforce the law. held aip a sawcd-ofl shotgun and fired mlo lions of the New York newspapers w it bin 

. ss;'>i, oec.iiis,' I rrnch ollicials feared he Malcolm’s chest. the same das The subhead for the /oiiov 

V oi'd h’- .iss.issinatcd on french soil. .A little after three o’clrxik on Sunday after- As Malcolm keeled over, two or three siorv w.is changed from the morning's 

d.i.. ,io* .I’.unu'i! lino these signs of danger noon, February 21, I96.V, Malcolm X men were seen standing in the front rviw. ‘Police HoUi I wn for Questioning" to the 

were I’le ineviiahie consequence of his walked out onto the stage of the Audubon "like a firing squad," pumping builds into aliernoon s “One fs Held in Killing." 

. I ell Ti !u imernationalize" the .situ- Ballroom on Broadway and 166th Street in him After he had fallen the gunmen emp- A stvirv I" Inrnn Hreslin in the .Vo,- 

nil, o' bl.ick people in America by taking Manhattan, across the street from the licil their revolvers into the men hodv ),,rl Hcruui I nhunr siiflcrcd a similar 

e" v‘-isc -i the I nilcvl Nations. C.olumbia Presbyterian Medical Center, He .Now there was chaos in the t’.iltrovini, edilon.il change, fhc subhead for the morn- 

I lie .Is. issin.iiion ilscll and ihc trial that came up tvehind the ro.strum and gave the Women and young children shrieked, ing cif'ion of Breslin's account said, "Police 

loll-, wed j'niosl ,1 vear later produced a crowd of about 400 people the Islamic Mothws and fathers pulled their children to Kescue I wo .Suspects." lireslin had original- 

iivriavl ol disturbing indications that two groeling At-salaam alaikum To those who the floor and lay over them Betts Shaba/z, Iv loM hi.s readers thal "the other suspect 

innoccn; men were convicted and that knew him. Malcolm appeared tense and Malcolm's wife, looked to the safets other 'vas taken to the Wadsw-orlh Avenue 

i.iidcrco'cr agents ol the New York Police tired. He was showing the strain of the p^st four children and then rushed forward Iq the precinct, where the city's top policemen 

I orcc and Ihc I HI maj have played an few weeks, a lime during which his house stage, shouting. "They're killing m> bus- immediately converged and began one of the 

insir'jmeii;,d role in the ca.se. *• had been fire-bombed with his wife and four band!" heaviest homicide investigations this city has 

Viloiney William Kunstler has recently children in it and he had received several Some men threw themselves on the floor, ever seen.' In the next edition of the Tribune 

suimiiltcd affidavits to a New York court warnings of -an imminent attempt to some tried to use the literature Ubies for (the late city edition) the subhead was 





By Alan Berger 




ch.nged_ .0 read, -Police Rescue One 

Himinale any reference al all lo the man 
alrolman Hoy brought to the Wadsworth 
Avenue station house. uswortn 

The .second man captured by the police 
may have also been rescued from a hewing 

Thomas Hagan was taken to Bellevue 

identified.^ 

stood trial and was convicted He was first 
taken into custody hv Serecanl AIvtn 
Aronoff and Patrolman Uuis Angelos who 

he. patrol car n,e ofTicers, on arriving in 
t'nt of the ballroom entrance, saw people 
rushing out into the street Accotd^g^lo 
Sergeant Aronoff. 'The crowds wele 
pu.shtng out a^ 'Malcolm's been 

g ■ ■ ftel -im. don't let him 

lagan hs the arms Hagan was being kicked 
and laratcn h\ a crowd the policemen fired 
a warning shot into the air to drive Hagan” 
attackers hack and then hustled him^inio 
their police car and drove h,m awav 

presVua:'l'"'"7'’ '''-ssmalton the 

press g.no much coverage lo the feud 

''■^'de?' |he'''7’''^ farmer spiritual 

Ue P le he T ' ' ^trhammad. 
was able to I an arsonist h 

Mush I S II I roof of the Black A 

Muslims Harlem Mosque less than two A 

fire p‘i il' 'm' 8K«’linc lo .set ' fi 

tre to Vlusimi building. With only some If 

•irc euepiions. the new spaper slant given to lii 

irral,onar^nnVe''iTou7 

^iween .Malcolm's Organization of Afri^ Ih, 
Amertcan Unity and the Nation o Islam to 

rb?Za^-rr-^ :: 

and the public bmb^^rat^^L'rumpr; 



M U, ‘7 B'w't Mnilim., alo#«, killed 
7“^'" ^ a'’d 'h« rnlntnt 

both editorialized airily about hetzed that 
..m,.^^n,tself.nd.hevm^^^^ 

knl^ “["ortals appeared despite the well- 
hnown change in Malcolm's ideas after he 

ieuer'’^ P''*"'"**' Mecca. In a 

Ih^ Drs^s 1^ followers, much publicized in 

H^IvTrJr '^^71 "our here in the 
Holy Land enable* me to have greater 

^iwMn black and white. The American 
Negro never can be blamed for his racUl 
dntmosittes - he is only reacting to fo“ 



'^an The true 

whTiLi mik M '7’’’ "^'0 

bS,' '"‘''"'oitn'a ugamsl 

So the editorials about haired may have 
b«n eilto careless or vicious, but what 

Ma"lll i>sumplion that 

Malcolm was ^^led for a renegade by his 
foriner brothers in the Nation onalamt Cer'- 
r op until .h« last":: 

^ys of his life, believed and said that the 
Muslims were out to kill him. 

"In any city, wherever I go. making 



I * ■ tnaiong 

the American public 

iX:.«,Ss;JS;S'4gSSS; 

Undred vrar< rtf ikm t _ . - 



hundred years of the con^rtou, racism of the 
Arne '*'7*'*' ** rncitm leads 

from the experiences that I have had with 
hem, that the whites of the younger gencra- 
lon, in the colleges and universities, ^'|| ,« 

^em will turn to the spirUual path of Lh 
the only way left to America lo ward off 
he disaster that racism inevitably must lead 

an airport news conference after his 

return from that first trip abroad he told 
American reporters: "In the past, yes I have 

of o't »hite pco- 
Pk I never will be guilty of that again — as 
know now that some white peopk arc truly 



speeches, bolding meetings of my organiza- 

Akx iLr ""“M* 1“ “***" h«»incs,s," he told 
Akx Haky, black mm arc watching every 

m7l h ohapee to kill 

know i^h I'r"^ publicly many limes that I 
know that they have their orders. Anyone 
who chides not lo believe what I am sa ving 
di^s^i I know the Muslims in the Nalio: of 

In hi, epilogue lo Th, Aulohiography 
"fo/m A- Haky report, that on tSuv 
F ebruary 16. |965 - five day. before the 
^lal meeting a, ,b* Audubon Ballroom - 
Malcol^m told a close associale, "I have been 
mark^ for death in the next five^^y^? 
have the names of five Black Muslims who 



Hale> Ills,, describes Malcolm being 

Sks of his life hs Muslims be recognized 
not only New V„rk. but aLso in l”' 
Angeles and C hieugo. 

"f bus there was ample reason for Malcolm 
" hink ihui he W.IS marked for death ”nd 
hel, eve that 'he k , Hers would be acting as 

aginis ol the Nation of Islam Hu7 
understand the „,.im ihrusi of the motion: 
7 ■' ruin:, Iha, W i|||,„n Kunstler w"l! h^ 

arguing m ihe vonrK, q „ neees.sarv lo 

umlersi.indw lis Malcolm iniended lo tell his 

cMcc M, , c \udubon Ballroom that he 



. .iriu win he ■ihings have 

iiioT:; 7": ?■" “'’ui 

M , " "hal lhe\ can do 

Ibings h.ne in.nc hesomi ihai,” 



uul so brazenly by 

I ''U" 'll ih.ii gunned yialcolm 

7;"„"7 """roomwacnotthe 

a„c7 : : i.Ti '7 '7' '' ''her 

I ' "■ abcadv been made 
r be bn, "■ Oiese look plaee far from 
a lem .,,r Iron, ihc reach of Mr Hijah 
Muhammad, In ,luK |um Malcolm was in 
^Jiro to .iddress ,, summit eonferenec of 
rUneun prime minis, CIS He had come lo the 

'• '"'’7 " PreMiuis MSII lo Afrie , - 

inen s„el, as Preside,,! Nkriimah of fihana 

^eMdenl F-ure of (iumea. Prime Minister 

7'nra„a o, Kenya. Presideni Nverer 7 
;'"-;n.a_ Prime Minisler Obote 7f 
Iganda, I resident Nasser of hgsp, and 
I resident Azikiwe of Nigeria _ fj, ,heir 

Ndlions for Amerie.in violations of the 

humanrightsprovisionofihel'N charter 

arher lhai year be had told a pres* eon- 
'( "initnin/ nn /uf^c /\‘t 





Malcolm X 

/Continued front page lil 
fcrcncc in C}hann: "Ali of Africa unites in 
opposition to South Africa's apartheid, and 
to the oppression in the Portuguese 
territories. But you ssaste your time if you 
don't realire that Verwoerd and Salazar, 
and Britain and prance, never could last a 
day if it were not for United States support. 
So until you expose the man in Washington, 
[).C.. you haven 1 accomplished anything." 

At a press conference at New York's 
Kennedy .Airport, upon returning from his 
first trip to yirtca. Malcolni had told 
American reporters that the .American 
black man needed to m t'gni/e that he had a 
strong airtight case to take the United 
States before the l.niteii Nations on a for- 
mal accusation of 'denial of human rights' 
— and that il Angola and Soulh Africa were 
precerlenl cases, then iheie would be no easy 
way that the I S ^ould escape being cen- 
sured. right on its own home ground." 

On .luK 2.1, Id(v4, the day before he was to 
address the summit conference. Malcolm 
was poisoned while eating dinner in the 
( airo Hilton's main dining room. His room- 
mate at the Hilton. Detroit lawyer and civil 
rights activist Milton Henry, said, "He 
would have died if he hadn't been able to get 
to the hospital in a hurry. His stomach was 
pumped out. cleaned out thoroughly, and 
that saved him. But as Malcolm'^ said 
afterwards, he would have died if he bad not 
got immediate treatment. " 

The food pumped from his stomach was 
analyzed and found to contain a "toxic sub- 



staiKc." The poasibility of (ratuitous food 
poisoning was ruled out by doctors 
Malcolm told Milton Henry; “Somebody 
deli^rately poisoited me." An effort was 
made to locate the waiter who had served 
Malcolm, but the waiter had vanished. 

In discussing the poisoning with Henry, 
Malcolm emphasized "the fact that CIA 
meiT' were all around him in Cairo,” 
Malcolm's half-sister, Mrs. Ella CoIKm, 
who paid for his first trip to Mecca and 
Africa, said Malcolm told her about the 
poisoning in Cairo. "He told me that he felt 
that the CIA was definitely responsible for 
it. After that he was very careful. In fact, on 
another occasion, there was an affair given 
in his honor in Addis Ababa, and in observ- 
ing the waiter he got a leery feeling and 
refused the food. He never had any proof, of 
course, hut he always fell sure somehow that 
he had by-pa.ssed another poisoning.” 

Malcolm's certainly that the CIA was 
responsible for the poisoning was not 
founded on mere intuition. For some time 
before the conference the American 
Embassy in Cairo tried by quiet diplomatic 
means to prevent Malcolm from addressing 
the delegates. The Embassy’s diplomatic 
requests were rebuffed, however, both by the 
Egyptian government and by the conference 
organizers. In a /Vew York Times article of 
August 13, 1964, while Malcolm was still in 
Cairo discussing his UN project with the 
African ministers, reporter M. S. Handler 
wrote: "The State Department and the 
Justice Department have begun to take an 
interest in Malcolm's campaign to convince 
African stales to raise the question of 



persecution of American Negroes at the 
United Nations. . , , 

"Malcolm's eight-page memorandum to 
the heads of state at the Cairo conference 
requesting their support became available 
here only recently. After studying il, 
officials said that if Malcolm succeeded in 
convincing just one African government to 
bring up the charge at the United Nations, 
the United States Jovernmeni would be 
faced with a touchy problem. 

"The United States, officials here believe, 
would find itself in the same category as 
Soulh Africa, Hungary and other countries 
whose domestic policies have become 
debating issues at the United Nations The 
issue, officials say, would be of service to 
critics of the United States. Communist and 
non-Communist, and contribute to the 
undermining of the position the United 
Slates has asserted for itself as the leader of 
the West in the advocacy of human rights 

"In a letter from Cairo to a friend. 
Malcolm wrote; ‘I have gotten several 
promises of support in bringing our plight 
before the UN this year ... 

“Officiab here conceded the possibility 
that Malcolm might have succeeded. , . . 

"Although the Stale Department's 
interest in Malcolm's activities is obvious, 
that of the Justice Department is shrouded 
in discretion Malcolm is regarded as an 
implacable leader with deep roots in the 
Negro submerged classes . . . (Malcolm) has 
confided in friends that he has been under 
constant surveillance in New York by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and by the 
intelligence section of the New York Police 



Department . 

The incident that persuaded Malcolm in the 
final dass before his death that someone 
other than the Black Muslims was out to kill 
him was not the Cairo poisoning, but rather 
another ominous event that look place 
beyond the borders of the United Stales. 

Twelve days before he died. Malcolm flew 
to Paris, where he was scheduled to address 
the Congress of African Students In his 
epilogue 10 M.ilss'lm's .nnobiography Ale* 
Haley rcvounis ihe’ unexpected reception 
Malcolm gni from the french officials. 
". , . He sv.is f'lriiuillv adsised that he would 
nut be pcrniiiled lo speak and, moreover, 
that he could consider himself officially 
barred forcicr from France as an 
'undesirable piersoii.' He was asked lo leave 
— and he did. fuming with indignation." 

It was hard lo believe in 1964 that Ihe 
t ranee of ( harles De (laulle wiiiild comply 
soabicetlx with a political whim of the Stale 
Dcpartmcni ■ cspcci.illy when In dp so 
meant compromising both France's post- 
Algerian image of lolerance and her Gaullist 
claims of big-power autonomy. Neverthe- 
less. this is whal .Malcolm believed. "I was 
shocked when they told me 1 couldn't land, " 
he told students at the Congres* in Paris 
over the lelcphone from l.ondon. "They 
didn't give me any excuse for it. I believe the 
Stale Deparlmeiil is responsible." 

The day before he was murdered, in Ihe 
last conversation Ihe two men were to have 
together, he told Alex Haley, ". . . You 
know, I'm going lo tell you something, 
brother — Ihe more I keep thinking about 





thil thing, the things that have been happen- 
ing lately. I'm not all that sure it’s the 
Muslims. I know what they can do, and 
what they can't, and they can't do some of 
the stuff recently going on. Now, I'm going 
to tell you, the more I keep thinking about 
what happened to me in France, I think I'm 
going to quit .saying it's the Muslims." 

Two tnonlhs after Malcolm's death "a 
highly placed North African diplomat" told 
American journalist Fric Norden something 
about the incident at Orly which, if true, 
would confirm Malcolm's last-minute suspi- 
cions According to Norden, "This official, 
who insists on anonymity, .said that his 
country's intelligence apparatus had been 
quietly informed by the French Department 
of Alien Documentation and Counler- 
T.spionagc fihe famous Dcuxi'pry\e Bureau) 
that the CIA planned Malcolm's murder, 
and France feared he might be liquidated on 
its soil 

The diplomat s countrv, which enjoyed 
close relations with Fra.ncc. was so informed 
bcstiusc .Nlalciilm had \isr.cd it on prior 
occasions, and possibly might have flown 
there after hiscspulsuin front I rancc. 

Tour C I. A is beginning to murder its 
own ciii/cns now,' he commented in cleganl- 
l> modulated frcncli. " 

I!y lebruary iqt,s Malcolm had 
developed what amounted to diplomatic 
relationships with several African delega- 
tions to the flnitcd Nations lie frequented 
the UN delegates lounge in the manner of a 
working diplomat, the self-appointed 
amfiassador of .Afro-America to the United 
Nations. Not only had he made progress in 
promoting his plan for having America con- 
demned for violations of human rights, but 
in November I9M, at the time the United 
•Slates intervened in the Congo's civil war, 
Malcolm lobbied with his African coatact.s 
to convince them to condemn the American 
intervention. Fie was regarded as being part- i 
I) responsible for the vitu^verative attacks ; 
mountcef against the United Stales during i 
the General Assembly debates that look , 
place toward the end of 1964. On January 2, I 
1965, M. S. Handler, writing in the Sew i 
York Times, reported that Malcolm had t 
pressed African delegates to condemn c 



A merrea s rote ia ilse Coit^ and afaK> to me 
"the racial ssluation in tlie Unked Statca aa 
an inslrument of attack in dtscuanni iater- 
natlonal problems" since “such a strategy 
would give the African tUtes more leverage 
m Tfealing with the Uaitad Sutes and would 
in turn give American Negroes more 
leverage in American society. 

The spokeamen of some African states 
acted precisefy within the framework of 
these recommemUtioos last month in the 
Congo debate at the United Nations," the 
article said. "They aocuaad the United 
States of being irtdifferent to the fate of 
blacks and cited as evidence the attitisde of 
the United States government toward the 
civil rights struggle in Mississippi, 

^Thc African move profoundly disturbed 
the American authorities, who gave the 



informed by retiaMe sources that there were 
CIA agents right in the Organization (the 
Organization of Afro-American Unity], and 
I’ve hem given their names. Malcolm knew 
the dangers, but be said be had to go ahead." 



Tho»e who had contact with 
Malcolm diming hit laat few 
dasfa my that he felt a 
conmpiracy doming in around 
him, that he felt him death 
warn Inevitable, and that he 
no longer believed the 
Muslims were the force 
behind what was happening 
to him. 

impression that they ha^eencauglTo^ 
guard.” 

The New York Times could not, of 
course, measure nor say just how 
profoundly disterbed" the American 
authorities were. But Makolm knew that as 
a result of his role at the United Nations, as 
a result of his conscious political decision to 
internationalize the problems of American 
black people, he was under cooatanl sur- 
veillance. His phones were tapped and at 
times he found himself shadowed by as 
many as three different agenU. His friends 
and family were concerned about the effect 
of his interference in the functioning of 
American foreign policy. His half-sister, 
Ella Collins, "told him that to take a step of 
this kind he noedod profoction, real protec- 
tion that be fcft secure svi*. But couldn’t 
even trust his own boftyguan^ I’ve beeo 



I Malcolm returned from his disquieting trip 
to Orfy and London eight days before he was 
i assassinated. He landed at Kennedy Inter- 
national on Sunday afternoon, February 13. 
At 2:45 the following morning, while he, his 
wife ai^ four children were sleeping in their 
home in East Elmhurst, Queens, four Fire 
bombs were thrown through the windows of 
the houK. The house was destroyed, but 
Malcolm and his wife managed to carry and 
lead the four children out into the back yard. 

Afterward police officers suggest^ to 
reporters, off the record, that Malcolm had 
set fire to the house himself to procure 
publicity for himself. The police even 
produced i tin of gasoline, which they said 
they had found on a dresser in the room 
belonging to Malcolm's youngest child. 
Commenting on this episode, Ella Collins 
said; When they planted the gasoline I 
knew it was no longer the Muslims. Only the 
police could have planted It, because as the 
fire djed down, neighbors went into the 
house to get some clothes for the children 
from their rooms, what hadn’t been burned. 
And none of them saw this jug of gasoline 
when they took things from the baby's 
dresser. And then the police bomb squad 
arrived and took over the house, and then 
they produced the gasoline” 

At I press conference on Wednesday of 
that week, Malcolm declared that an official 
of the Fire Department admitted to him that 
the gasoline container had been planted on 
his child's dresser. "Fire Marshal (Malcolm 
names the man] met me at the airport later 
and said that yes, it had been plantSd there." 

Malcolm went on to say, "We arc 
demanding an immediate investigation by 
the FBI of the bombing. We feel a con- 
spiracy has been entered into at the local 
level, with some local police, firemen and 
press. Neither I, nor my wife and children 
haw iftiuranoe, and we stand in no way to 
gain from the bombing. . . . My attorney has 
MKlmj! wife fo submit to a lie 



detector lest and will ask that the same test 
be given to police and firemen st the scene," 

None -of the newspapers in New York 
City reported on the press conference and 
the accusations Malcolm had made about 
police involvmcnt in a conspiracy. 

All those who had contact with Malcolm 
during his last few days testified that he felt 
a conspiracy closing in around him, that he 
felt his death was inevitable, and that he no 
longer believed the Muslims were the force 
behind what was happening to him. Ella 
Collins has said. "On the day before hii 
death, which was a Saturday, we spent the 
day together He discussed the fact that the 
wa> his house was bombed, and his being 
barred from f ranee, led him to believe that 
the plotters of his death were much bigger 
than the Muslims," 

In the davs irnmedialelv following the 
assassmaiioii. while the major newspapers 
were dwelling on the war they had hypo- 
thesized between Malcolm s followers and 
the Muslims, Malcolm’s New England 
rcprescntainc. I con Ameer, after going 
from Boston to New York to meet with 
other aides, declared that .Malcolm had been 
killed not hv the Muslims, but by what he 
called "the power structure." Ameer 
proposed that a mediator be chosen to meet 
with flijali Muhammad and members of 
Malcolm's organi/atioii in order to work 
out a rapprochement between the two 
groups. 

In Boslon on March 13. 196.3, in a speech 
to the Boslon Nfiiitant Labor Forum. I con 
Ameer said, "I have facts in my possession 
as lo who ri’ollv killed Malcolm," Ameer 
said he would call a press conference shortly 
to reveal evidence in documents and tape 
recordings which Malcolm had transmitted 
lo him before the murder, evidenc-e to show 
Malcolm had liecn the victim of the "power 
structure '' "The killers aren't from 
Chicago," Ameer declared, alluding lo Eli- 
jah Muhammad's headquarters in that city. 
■'They 're from VS'ashington." 

Prophetically. Ameer told his Boslon 
audience: "I know my life is worth noAlng."' 
The morning after his speech, Lton Anw 
w as found dead in hU room af 
(ConrrnoeJim 
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Biltmore Hotel in Boston. The official cause 
of death was strangulation 

The Boston police told the press that 
Ameer had died from an epileptic fit. 
Ameer's wife said, however, that her hus- 
band had undergone a complete medical 
check-up just one month before his sudden 
death and that "there was no hint of 
epilepsy." She said that her husband's body 
was found with his blackened tongue 
protruding from between his lips, whereas 
the victim of an epileptic fit would normally 
die from asph\ xiation. as a result of having 
swallowcil his tongue 

tlla (. ollins. who locd in Hoslon and was 
friendly wiili I. con \meer. told journalist 
Inc Norden "I firmis beliesc that I con 
Ameer was ,issassinated . In Boston 
evcrslhing was kept ser\ ipiiet The police 
hushed It all up ' Malcolm s sister went on 
to sas . "I spoke to his wife on the telephone. 
She said th.it she had been married to him 
for elcsen sears, and tie'it neser had .in 
epileptic 111 ol .ins kind Bill that s what the 
police kepi lellmg he did n 

\khateser -- ni whocser caused the 
death ol I eon Anu er m Hooon, the effect of 
his death on oihc- .iides lo Malcolm ssas 
flight and siiencc I .ill (n.ml. the person 
who possessed most ol Al.ilcolin s tapes and 
flics, lied to C ill. Ill, I I’resumabls , he took the 
tapes and files wiih him. Malcolm's second- 
in-command in die t) \ At '. .lames Shaba?./, 
disappeared Aiul Malcolm s secrelars. 
Reuben I rancis, who was indicted for firing 
the bullet foimd in the leg of convicted 
■issassin fhonias H.igan, jumped had, 
fruncis ss.is laken into ciislods by the fBl 
eight months later. Inn he newer appeared to 
testify in the trial, even ihougli his lestimony 
mighl scTS well have been i_rueial. Recently, 
during die course of an eslendcd interview, 
attorney William Kunsller told me that, 
although the transcript of die oniginal trial 
contains mans irregulanlics. he svas par- 
ticularly surprised lo find that Reuben 
Francis was never called, or allowed, to 
testify. 

Kunsller was brought into the case Ihis 
winter and convinced to move for a retrial 
Thomas Hagan, t|ic fleeing gunman 
iSh<)in .Rewben Francis ajiegcdly shot in the 
Hrrested, Hagan was found lo 
hilV* In his tvockel a din of ,45 bullets that 



matched one of the murder 
behind in the ballroom. Also, hii thumbprint 
was found on a piece of the smoke bomb 
that had been set off in the rear of the hall to 
create a diversion. Hagan had been caught 
at the scene of the murder; he was 
incriminated by material evidence; at his 
trial he eventually confessed to his role in the 
killing. But for several days after the killing' 
the New York police found themselves in an 
uncomfortable position. Newspaper reports 
spoke of four accomplices who were still at 
large. Eyewitness accounts had reported 
four or five gunmen firing at Malcolm, 
Since the police had allowed the "thin- 
lipped. olive-skinned, Latin-lo.oking" 
suspect apprehended by Patrolman Thomas 
Hoy lo vanish, they were holding only one 
suspect for a crime committed by four or 
five men. The position of the police became 
less uncomfortable ten days later when, after 
"^;hal was termed an "intensive investiga- 
uon." they arrested iwo Black Muslim 
enforcers associated with Muslim Mosque 
in Harlem. Thomas (I5X) Johnson and 
Norman (3X) Butler Johnson and Butler 
had been arrested two months before for 
shooting one Benjamin Brown, a Muslim 
defector They had both been free on bail 
,ind had assault charges pending against 
them for the nonfatal shooting. 

Although there was no evidence con- 
necting Hagan to Johnson and Butler, and 
although no material evidence existed to 
place Johnson and Butler at the Audubon 
Ballroom, the district attorney indicted all 
three men together for having carried out a 
criminal conspiracy lo murder Malcolm X. 

The district attorney's case against 
Johnson and Butler wras founded on the 
testimony of four witnesses who identified 
Johnson and six who identified Butler. All 
ten appeared to have been carefully coached 
in their testimony, and yet the testimony 
they gave was marred by contradictions, 
evasions and apparent perjury Several of 
the witnesses — and among them the most 
important — were out on bail at the lime 
of their testimony. The charges pending 
■ against them, which made them vulner- 
able lo the district attorney's will, often 
seemed gratuitous enough to indicate a 
po.ssibilily of intimidation. 

A case in point is Cary Thomaa, a 
bodyguard of Malcolm's and one of the 
witnesses most instnimental in convict^ 
Johnson and Butler. Before M<f<^ 
when he was atreated as t isMH|||U|H 



k the cesis;" lUomM said nothing to 
Malcolm’s widow or to the other members 
of the OAAU about being able to identify 
the killers. Initially, he was held by the 
police in alimony jail, a ratWr casual kind of 
incarceration. But after he applied for 
release, in June 1965, the police charged him 
with arson in the alimony jail and he was 
transferred to a r^lar prison. Thereafter, 
he became a pliant prisoner and a willing, if 
changeable, witness for the state's case. 

In March 1965 Cary Thomas testified to 
the grand jury, which indicted Johnson and 
Butler along with Hagan, that the two 
Muslim enforcers staged the diversion at the 
back of the ballroom while Hagan, near the 
front, opened fire on Malcolm with a 
shotgun. Then Johnson and Butler were sup- 
posed to have run forward toward the stage, 
shooting at Malcolm with revolvers. The .45 
bullets discovered in Hagan’s pocket were 
traced lo one of the murder weapons after 
this grand jury testimony was given, 
however, and so the prosecution version of 
what happened had to change. Hagan was 
now located in the rear of the hall with 
Butler, while Johnson was given the shotgun 
and located up front, near the stage. As the 
state’s version of the killing changed, so did 
the testimony of Cary Thomas. In January 
1966, after being held in prison for ten 
months under S50,000 bail, Thomas claimed 
under oath that he had seen Johnson firing 
the shotgun from a point close lo the stage, 
and seen Butler and Hagan running from the 
rear to fire at Malcolm with their revolvers. 
One of the two stories Cary Thomas told 
had to be perjured. The jury chose to believe 
that his ten-month incarceration had served 
as an aid to his memory and that only his 
grand jury testimony was a lie. 

Cary Thomas was an example of why 
Malcolm could not trust his bodyguards 
(even those who were not undercover 
agents) Though Thomas had been armed 
with a .357 magnum pistol at the meeting in 
the Audubon, though he was strategically 
placed to intervene if there was trouble, aiW 
though he had carried a gun since the age of 
fifteen, when the shooting started he dived 
under a table for protection. The jury might 
have evaluated his testimony differently if 
Judge Marks had allowed the defense lo 
enter into the record a Bellevue psychiatric 
t«K)H on "rtldma*, whfr wu hoapitaliited in 
1»S after' 'Ytsmling through the streets 
, t»d not fi|H icaus Christl I M 



The other key witness for the progeaitloil ' 
was Charles Blackwell, who also had been a 
bmlyguard of Malcolm’s and who also 
changed the story he had originally told the 
grand jury. Originally, Blackwell had told 
the grand jury that Hagan and Butler were 
sealed next to him in the front row and that 
two men whom he could not identify had 
created the diversion toward the rear of the 
hall. He had also told the grand jury that he 
had never seen anyone .shooting anybody. 

Q "Hid you see anybody fire a gun?" 

\ "No. I didn't" 

At the trial, however, he told substantially 
the same story as Cary Thomas told, and 
offered a graphic recollection of Hagan and 
Butler firing Iheir revolvers at Malcolm. 
When ho was a.skeil whether he had lied lo 
the grand |ur\ he responded. "Yes. I did.' 

far more damaging lo ihe prosecution s 
version ol (he murder than ihc doubtful 
crcdihililv of Its witnesses, however, was the 
unexpesled dccisKni ol fhomas Hagan, 
midwav through llie Inal, lo confess Not 
onlv did Ifig.in admil that he had been one 
ol Ihe killers hut he also staled that Johnson 
and Biiller were mnoccnl "I )usl wani the 
truth lo he known.' Hagan told the court, 
that Buller and Johnson didn't have 
ainihing lo do wiili Ihis srime. Because I 
was ihcrc I know whal happened and I 
know the people who were Ihere. 

The .Vew ) orJ limes of March I, 1966, 
reported that Hagan, "said he had three 
accomplices, hut he declined lo name them. 
He said he had been approaclicrl early in Ihe 
month of the murder and offered money for 
Ihe job. hut he declined to say by whom. . . . 
One thing he did know, he said, was lhal no 
one involved in Ihc murder was a Black 
Muslim. ' I’erhaps because Hagan had 
refu.sed lo give Ihe names of his accomplices 
and ol the man who paid him. the district 
attorney was able lo argue convincingly lo 
the jury that Hagan had come forward only 
when he saw that his own situation was 
hopeless, and lhal therefore his motivation 
was lo get Ihe other Iwo indicted men off. 
since he had nothing lo lose himself in con- 
fessing. 

Bui now, a dozen years later, 'Thomas 
Hagan has offered to give those names in 
courl and to tell everything he knows about 
the assassination. 

William Kunsticr has taken an aWWasTte- 
from Hagan that it meant lo serve as Oftinf 
the two main examples Of new •ri)laaei(Qft> 
justify his srgument forrafatrial o#th«*o|K'' 




Kunstler says that Hagan has been in con- 
tact with a Muslim minister in prison for 
some time, that he is “a very religious man” 
and that he is trying now, possibly at the risk 
of his life, to exonerate Johnson and Butler 
"because he feels bad about it. Two guys — 
he says innocent men — are serving life 
terms, and he's had eleven years to think It 
over. He's still a very cautious man, but he’s 
a strong reed at this moment and we hope to 
use him.” 

Kunstler did not want to disclose what 
Hagan might have said concerning police 
complicity in the assassination, nor did he 
believe that Hagan might know who was 
ultimately re.sponsihle for having Malcolm 
X killed. “Money was spread afbund,” 
Kunstler said. "He talks about money.’! 

But Kunstler does think that Hagan's 
affidavit constitutes part of a persuasive 
argument that new evidence exists to ju.stify 
a retrial. Meanwhile, Hagan has been placed 
in protective cu.stody in an unnamed prison. 
When I asked him if he weren’t worried that 
something might happen to Hagan in prison, 
the lawyer said. "Sure, that’s why he s in 
protective custody." 

Besides Hagan’s affidavit, the second 
example of crucial new evidence in the case 
is a transcript from another trial, which 
Kunstler has submitted to the court. In 
1971, twenty-one members of the New Y ork 
chapter of the Black Panthers were tried in 
New York for conspiring to blow up Macy’s 
department store and other prominent 
targets. A key witness against the accused 
Panthers in that trial was a police under- 
cover agent called Gene Roberts, who had 
infiltrated the Panthers in New York. The 
attorneys for the Panthers had been tipped 
off by somebody that Gene Roberts had 
been a member of Malcolm’s Organization 
of Afro-American Unity. Defense attorney 
Gerald Lefcourt asked Roberts about his 
connection to Malcolm and, as Kunstler 
says, "The judge let him go a little ways i*ith 
it.” 

Kunstler relates that under cross- 
examination Gene Roberts “admitted that 
he had been the mysterious ‘Brother Jean’ 
on the stage of ihe Audubon Ballroom who < 
was one of Malcolm's security guards, and 
who attempted to give Malcolm mouth-to- 
mouth resuscitation after he was shot, and 
that he had never been called at the murder 
trial, even though he had a very powerful’ 
story to tell. It was he who knocked down 



out of the Audubon Ballroom, thus making bombing of his house.” 

it possible for tte people outside to cateh tip According to an article by Milton Lewis 

with him. This was his role: he chased him in the Herald Tribune o( February 23, 1965. 

down the center aisle, he saw everything that “'Several' undercover plainclothesmcn 

happened, he could 'be, very possibly, an were in the uptown meeting hall at the tirne 

exonerating witness for our defendants. His Malcolm was shot dead there. . . . Accord- 

name was suppressed, he was never brought ing to a high police official, 

to the stand by the prosecution, his identity members of its outstanding unit, the highly 

was never told to the defense — even though secretive Bureau of Special Services 

they requested it on numerous occasions.” (BOSS), were in the Audubon Ball- 

Accordjng to Kunstler, the Roberts’ room. ... 
transcript is a crucial grdund for retrial “It is no secret that BOSS police -- who 

because “Roberts’ testimony, at the Panther never wear uniforms — have credentials to 

trial would have very much buttressed the cover almost any situation, so that if they 
defense contention that the,: police set the were required to have a card or emblem of 

thing up — - first of all by withdrawing all the Black Nationalist sect it is a safe bet 

security from the ballroom. You know, they ligd them,” 

there Were only two cops and they were next Lewis also reported that he was told by a 
door in the Rose Room. And they were told police official. "It is sufficient to say that we 



not to come out.” 

The absence of uniformed police on 
Februafy'21 was remarked on by many peo- 
ple who attended Malcolm’s talks. 
Apparently, at all previous meetings at the 
Audubon Bailroom there was a large con- 
tingent of uniformed police, assigned to 
protect Malcolm and also to prevent fights 
between his people and the followers of Eli- 
jah Muhammad. After the murder. Deputy 
Police Commissioner Walter Arm explained 
the unusual absence of uniformed police by 
claiming that protection had been offered 
Malcolm, but that he had refused it. Alex 
Haley, in his epilogue to Malcolm's autobio- 
graphy, writes that “Deputy Police Com- 
missioner Walter Arm’s statement that 
Malcolm refused police protection conflicts 
directly with the statements of many of his 
associates that during the week preceding 
his assassination Malcolm X complain^ 
repeatedly that the police would not take his 
requests for protection seriously. Finally, 
although police sources said that a special 
detail of twenty men had been assigned to 
the meeting and that it had even been 
attended by agents of the Bureau of Special 
Services, theke men were nowhere in 
evidence during or after the assassina- 
tion, . . .” 

Haley’s prudence as a writer may have 
convinced him not to include his owti, per- 
sonal knowledge about Malcolm’s desire fof 
protection. But Kunstler mentioned to me 
that “Atex -H«ley,,»poke to Malcolm that 
week and Haley tells me that Malcolm said 
. absolutely heajf.aoled security, jip nwer said 
not to have security. If there wj^ fljiy |ime in ;; 
hu itrn-hR wnnieri aecuritv. it was after that 



had him covered.” 

I was present in the courtroom myself, in 
1966, when Patrolman Gilbert Henry, one 
of the two uniformed policemen stationed in 
the nearby Ro.se Room, testified. It was the 
same day that Betty .Shabazz, Malcolm's 
widow, testified. Henry told the court that 
he had been ordered to stay hidden and to 
Communicate by walkie-talkie with another 
officer stationed in the emergency room of 
the Columbia Presbyterian Hospital across 
the street “if anything happened.” (It must 
be noted that one of Malcolm's aides 
telephoned the hospital immediately after 
the shoofing, and after 15 minutes no 
ambulance had yet arrived. Followers ran 
across the street, secured a stretcher, came 
back, put Malcolm on the stretcher and 
carried him across Broadway to the 
emergency room.) 

Kunstler stressed how ominous the 
absence of security was by pointing out that 
even !‘our friend. Gene Roberts, testified at 
the Panther trial that he was very much 
shocked that they had withdrawn all security 
— particularly since Malcolm's house had 
been bombed the week before.” 

There is also evidence that the police in 
New York knew, despite their claims to the 
contrary, that Malcolm would be the target 
of a murder conspiracy. The day after the 
assassination. Sergeant Edward McClellan 
of Chicago's police subversion unit stated at 
a , press conference “that Malcolm said 
December 31 that he feared he was being 
stalked for death here (in Chicago), and the 
New York Police were alerted.’! , : , 

.Another report in the New York Journal 
American of February 22. the day after the 



assassination, said that “according to police 
spokesmen, the department khew in mid- 
January that an attempt was to be made on 
Malcolm’s life.” 

In one session of the conspiracy trial of 
Hagan, Johnson and Butler an extraor- 
dinary procedure was ini'oked: the 
courtroom was cleared of spectators so that 
the jury could listen to the testimony of two 
witnesses in secret. The press learned only 
that the two witnesses were called Timber- 
lake and Sullivan. 

Kunstler, who was not himself involved in 
the trial, explained their secret testimony to 
me by saying, “We also have the fine hand 
of the FBI deeply involved. The weapons 
were taken to the FBI by someone we think 
was an FBI informant at the rally by the 
name of Timberlake." Timberlake gave. his 
testimony in secret, Kunstler said, because 
“he was afraid of retaliation.” Kunstler also 
disclosed that “it was to his [Timberlakc's] 
apartment that the FBI came to get the 
guns.” The FBI agent who came to 
Timberlake's house to pick up the guns — or 
gun was the witness, Sullivan, who 
testified to that effect in secret. 

Kunstler was explicit about the 
significance of any FBI involvement. ‘ 1 
checked back in the Church Committee 
report." he said, “and, you know, that 
Malcolm — or at least the Nation of Islam 
and Elijah — ' were . designated primary 
COINTELPRO [the FBI's Counter-Intelli- 
gence Program) targets. And one of the 
main bulwarks of COINfF.LPRO was to 
set one group against the other. And this 
kind of thing involved, as Senator Church 
testified, a great risk of bodily harm in many 
cases — vis-fl-vis the Panthers and US (Ron 
Karenga's group), and Malcolm's followers 
and those of the Nation of Islam." 

There are a great many important questions 
vet to he answered concerning the assassina- 
tion of Malcolm X. Only in the framework 
of a new trial can it be determined who acted 
with Hagan and whom they were acting for. 
If there is a new trial, then we.can expect to 
hear a case for the defense that will attempt 
to show that American law enforcement or 
intelligence agencies had foreknowledge of. 
and, at least by orhissioA. abetted the act. 

We already know that Malcolm was not 
poisoned in Cairo by Muslims, nor turned 
aw(ay. from Or|y bj) e 

already knqw, Jhat’'Ma^^ pWnc was 
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tapped and he was followed by government 
agents. Wc already know that several agents 
had infiltrated his organization and were 
even among his bodyguards. We already 
know that the New York Police planted a 
tin of gasoline on his child’s dresser; 
withdrew normal security from the 
Audubon Ballroom the day they may have 
known he was to be murdered; watched the 
.shooting and the murderers’ escape in plain- 
clothes without acting to intervene; 
stationed Patrolman Gilbert Henry in the 
Rose Room with his walkie-talkie; and 
allowed, or asked, police surgeons to leave a 
bullet in Thomas Hagan’s leg for several 
weeks. We already know that law enforce- 
ment agencies “suppressed" Gene Roberts 
and Reuben Francis, used Ronald 
Timherlake, intimidated witnesses, and 
released the "Latin-looking” suspect caught 
fortuitously by Patrolman Hoy in the 
Audulron Ballroom — a man who answers 



to Malcolm's tietcripkion of an agent who 
followod him through London and even was 
on the plane he took back to the United 
States a week before his death, “a tight- 
lipped, olive-skintred type with ferret eyes" 
according to Malcolm's description — a 
man who some of Malcolm's friends 
thought might be a Cuban, one of the many 
exile agents employed by the CIA. 

If there is a new trial for Johnson and 
Butler, defense attorney Kunttler will then 
be able to hare subpoenas served to poten- 
tially important witnesses, compelling them 
to testify — witnesses such as undercover 
agent Getre Roberts, Reuben Francis, and 
Ronald Timberlakc. He will also be able to 
subpoena pertinent .material evidence. Both 
Alex Haley in his epilogue to The Autobio- 
graphy of Malcolm X and reporter Peter 
Kihss in the New York Times of February 
25, 1965, have alluded to the existence of 
motion pictures taken inside the ballroom at 
the time of the killing. According to the 
Times article. "The police were in posses- 
sion of motion pictures that had been taken 



at the Audubon Ballroom . . . where the kill- 
ing took place.” No such film was ever 
produced at the original trial. If there was 
such a film, and if it still exists today, the 
showing of it to a jury might resolve some of 
the disturbing questions of guilt and 
innocence still surrounding the murder of 
Malcolm X and might revise the official, 
legal verdict on the case that has prevailed 
for a dozen years now. 

Oi>e provocative implication of Kunstler's 
statisncnts about apparent FBI involvement 
in the case it the possibility that undercover 
agents, having infiltrated Malcolm's OAAU 
as well as the Nation of Islam, provoked the 
feud between the two groups. Recent Senate 
investigations and documents released under 
the Freedom of Information Act have con- 
firmed that such procedures were a common 
practice of COINTELPRO. Thus, even if 
the Black Muslims did seek to a$sa.ssinate 
Malcolm, they might have done so at the 
instigation of police, or federal agents fulfill- 
ing their role as agents provocateurs in a 
program aimed at "neutralizing" 



individuals and organizations judged by cer- 
tain high government authorities to be 
threats to national security. 

In the last days before his murder 
Malcolm sensed that his role at the United 
Nations was exposing him to great danger. 
He fell powerful forces closing in on him, 
and the feeling made him uncharac- 
lerislically fatalistic. Two days before he 
died he told the famous photographer 
Gordon Parks: "It's a time for martyrs now, 
and if I'm to be one, it will be in the cause of 
brotherhood. Thai's the only thing that can 
save this country. I've learned it the hard 
way — but I've learned it. . . 

fJespile his mounting fatalism, he was yet 
convinced he should leave America for a 
while, for his own protection. Airplane 
tickets had been bought for him to fly to 
Africa on Tuesday, February 23, two days 
after the last meeting at the Audubon 
Ballroom. The instinct for survival that 
Malcolm had had to cultivate and refine liv- 
ing on the streets of Boston and New York 
almost .saved him. ■ 





